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www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/
stayconnected where you can 
also subscribe to more e-alerts.

“ The City Council is currently in the process 
of setting its budget for the year.

It’s a tough task with difficult decisions to be 
made - decisions that affect you and the 
services you use. Just like other years, 
we’ve gone out into communities and held 
consultation events to make sure citizens get a 
first-hand look at our budget proposals.

More information on the proposals and the 
shrinking budget Nottingham City Council 
has at its disposal due to reductions in 
Government grant can be found on pages 16 
and 17 along with details of how to have your 
say as part of the consultation.

We’ve also put forward ambitious plans for the 
Broadmarsh centre, creating a southern 
entrance to the city that Nottingham can be 
proud of. This regeneration will be a massive 
improvement to an area that for many visitors 
to Nottingham is the start of the city centre.

Nottingham is a city to be proud of and it 
deserves a great Broadmarsh to be proud
of too. ”
Councillor Jon Collins
Nottingham City Council Leader

These alterations will pave the way for 
the future pedestrianisation of Collin 
Street, making it a safe, attractive area 
for activities and events during the day 
or evening, which is just part of the 
exciting proposals for the area.

Planning permission has already been 
granted for the redevelopment of intu 
Broadmarsh, with more retail and 
leisure space, a seven-screen cinema 
and restaurants, making the area more 
vibrant in the evening as well as the 
day.

A planning application to redevelop 
Broadmarsh Car Park and Bus Station 
into a 21st century facility will be 
considered by the Council’s Planning 
Committee soon.

In addition, Central College Nottingham and New 
College Nottingham are planning a Skills Hub next 
to the tram track, off Canal Street.  This will be a 
flagship building to bring the two colleges together 
when they merge, attracting thousands of students 
and reshaping further education in Nottingham.

Along with the anticipated transformation 
of Nottingham Castle, the four-year plan 
is expected to create nearly 3,000 jobs 
and attract an extra three million visitors, 
spending £25 million a year.  

Councillor Nick McDonald, Portfolio 
Holder for Jobs, Growth and Transport, 
said: “We now have a real opportunity 
to reshape the whole Broadmarsh area 
and improve a part of the city that has 
needed this regeneration for many years.  
This project will genuinely transform 
Nottingham.  It will create growth and 
new jobs, and is the biggest regeneration 
scheme in the city for many years.  As a 
Nottingham person, I’m hugely excited 
by this, and I think other residents will be 
too.”

Work starts on £250m
Broadmarsh redevelopment
The City Council’s £250 million scheme to transform the Broadmarsh 
area and extend the south side of the city centre kicked off last 
month with works on Wilford Road and Wilford Street.

Find out more at www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/broadmarsharea

...the four-year 
plan is expected 
to create nearly 
3,000 jobs...



Station Street 
steaming ahead
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These projects are all part financed by the East Midlands European Regional Development Fund Programme 2007 to 2013. The Department for Communities 
and Local Government is the managing authority for the European Regional Development Fund Programme, which is one of the funds established by the 
European Commission to help local areas stimulate their economic development by investing in projects which will support local businesses and create jobs. 
For more information visit: www.gov.uk/browse/business/funding-debt/european-regional-development-funding 

This project is all part financed by the East Midlands European Regional Development Fund Programme 2007 to 2013. The Department for Communities and 
Local Government is the managing authority for the European Regional Development Fund Programme, which is one of the funds established by the European 
Commission to help local areas stimulate their economic development by investing in projects which will support local businesses and create jobs. For more 
information visit: www.gov.uk/browse/business/funding-debt/european-regional-development-funding 

Nottingham’s £4.5m flagship
Creative Quarter project is now 
finished, delivering attractive 
pavements, trees and new public 
spaces in the Lace Market, Hockley, 
Sneinton Market, the Island Site, 
Derby Road and Castle Road. 
New traffic control measures are now in 
place, making these streets better for cyclists 
and pedestrians.  York Stone pavements, 
planters, trees and street furniture have been 
selected and put in place to revitalise the 
appearance of the streets. 

Together with new traffic management 
measures and facilities for pedestrians and 
cyclists, this has helped to increase the 
number of visitors to these streets which 
is good news for local businesses and 
retailers too. The works In Hockley played 
a major part in it recently becoming an 
award winning shopping area. Heathcoat 
Street and Broad Street have dramatically 
changed with new road surfaces and widened 
pavements creating a café culture with 
more space available to host events such 
as the Hockley Street Fayre and the Green 
Streets Festival.

Derby Road and Castle area improvements 
offer wider pavements and attractive paving, 
trees, spaces and new street furniture to 
increase its heritage feel and makes it a better 
place to shop and dine. 
The works were part-funded by the European 
Union’s  European Regional Development Fund and 
completed by the City Council’s in-house Highways 
and Energy Infrastructure team.

The Creative Quarter Company, which 
manages the Market, is getting more 
enquiries every day from prospective 
tenants with 30 businesses having viewed 
the units so far and more expected to 
follow in the coming months. 

The redevelopment of the Market will 
make it a major centre for enterprise 
and creative businesses in the Creative 
Quarter, revitalising 
the area as a 
visitor destination 
and establishing 
it as a vibrant 
creative business 
community.

The Council 
purchased the 
site in 2013 after it 
had fallen into the 
hands of receivers.

Nottingham City 
Council’s Portfolio 
Holder for Jobs, 
Growth and 
Transport, Councillor Nick McDonald, 
said “The ambition is to develop a varied 
programme of events, as well as business 
support workshops, open studios and 
networking sessions to help Sneinton 
Market become a vibrant creative 
community.  

The scheme to create a new public 
space outside Nottingham Station is 
progressing well. 
The area is being transformed from a busy 
street into an attractive traffic-controlled 
zone to allow for pavement cafes and pop-up 
markets. It should be completed by July 2016.

The £1.4 million scheme, with funding from 
Nottingham City Council, the European 

Regional Development Fund, 
the D2N2 Local Enterprise 
Partnership and City Deal, is 
laying new high quality paving 
and surfaces, installing new street 
lighting and planting trees to make 
the city’s railway station area more 
attractive and to create a better 
thoroughfare into the city centre 
from the south. 

It will complement planned works on 
Carrington Street and the Broadmarsh 
area, and is being built by the City 
Council’s in-house Highways and Energy 
Infrastructure team.

A £60m refurbishment of Nottingham 
Station was recently completed and with 
the new tram, cycle hubs and bus stops, 
the Station Street area is now an integrated 
transport zone.

It’s exciting to see the level of interest 
in the units and we all look forward to 
seeing the area flourish as this first year 
progresses.”     

The units look like they will be rented out 
quickly so if you’re a designer-maker, 
photographer or tv/video production, 
fashion or design company, now is the 
time to get in touch if you’re interested 

and want to look 
around the units. 
There are 46 
units available in 
total, ranging in 
size from 183 sq 
feet to 2619 sq 
feet.  Each unit is 
unique in size and 
shape with rental 
prices ranging 
from just £50 per 
week to £230 
(plus VAT) for 
the largest unit.  
Sixteen units will 
have a partial or 

full fit-out and the rest are offered with 
the shell and core for tenants to fit out 
as they like.

The Creative Quarter Company itself will 
be taking on a unit and hopes to move in 
during Spring 2016.

City centre 
streets are
looking
good

Revamped Sneinton 
Market taking shape
The first businesses are due to move into the newly refurbished 
Sneinton Market this month as part of its transformation into 
a lively, creative community of businesses and organisations 
involved in making and designing things. 

For more information and to complete an Expression of Interest form 
call Lucy Alderson, Property Manager at the Creative Quarter on 
0795 033 6468 or email her on cqproperty@creativequarter.com

Funding for the project came via a £2.44 
million European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF) grant and a further £1.45 
million from the City Council. 



A single elected ‘Devo Mayor’ 
for Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire would 
be directly accountable to local people in 
the combined authority area. The Mayor 
would chair the combined authority, provide 
overall leadership and be responsible for new 
devolved powers including housing, transport 
and an investment fund. 
It’s a different kind of Mayor to the one that 
Nottingham people voted against in the 2012 
referendum. It’s not a Mayor for Nottingham, 
Greater Nottingham or even Nottinghamshire. 
A Devo Mayor would only have powers from 
Devolution. They wouldn’t affect current 
council arrangements and would have to 
answer to a Combined Authority Board made 
up of all the councils in Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire.

The ‘Devo Mayor’ 
would be required to consult the 
combined authority 
(made up of one elected member from each 
of the 19 authorities) on his/her policies 
including budget proposals and key plans 
and strategies. A constitution will be 
developed for the combined authority which 
will set out the voting arrangements. The 
Mayor and the combined authority would be 
held to account by an independent Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee. 
The proposals for a Mayor and a combined 
authority are subject to public consultation, 
final consent of each of the 19 councils, and 
parliamentary approval. If the proposal goes 
ahead the first election for a Mayor will be 
held in May 2017. 76  

NORTH MIDLANDS
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE DERBYSHIRE  

Backing the North Midlands 
The bid to bring more powers and funding to Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire   

At least £900m in an 
investment fund over 
30 years that is locally 
controlled and spent 
55,000 new private sector 
jobs 
77,000 extra homes 
Control over £150m 
annual adult skills 
budgets 
£137m a year in 
consolidated transport 
funding 
£200m housing 
investment fund to 
support new housing and 
affordable homes 
Control of the regulation 
of bus services 
Single Oyster-style card 
ticketing 
Responsibility for support 
to help businesses grow 
and create more jobs 
Control of grants to 
deliver 110,000 more 
apprenticeships 
Control over government 
programmes to help 
people back into 
meaningful employment 
Midland Mainline 
Electrification – 
Nottingham and Derby in 
90 minutes to London 
A major HS2 station 
and engineering depot 
and regeneration of the 
surrounding areas. 

The Key 
Benefits

A single combined authority for 
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 
would be created comprising all 19 city, county, 
district and borough councils. This would enable 
councils to work more closely together in a 
structured way but it is not a merger or take-
over of councils or a unitary council. 

Skills, apprenticeships 
and employment
Local control of the 19+ adult 
skills budget, business support 
funding, apprenticeship grants 
and employment schemes 
currently administered by central 
government. This will create 
access to more apprenticeships, 
qualifications and training and 
careers advice that are relevant 
and responsive to the local jobs 
market. 

A ‘free trade’ or ‘accelerated 
trade’ zone could be developed 
linked to East Midlands 
airport with more efficient 
customs procedures for goods 
manufactured within the zone, 
and to take joint control with 
the Government for the export 
advice service locally.

The major benefits that 
devolution for Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire would bring 
to local people have been set 
out in a draft North Midlands 
Devolution Agreement which 
has been submitted to the 
Government.
The Agreement outlines our 
negotiating position - agreed by all 
19 Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 
councils and the D2N2 local enterprise 
partnership - for the proposed transfer 
of powers and funding from London.

How would Devolution work? What will it mean for you?
The key areas where local councils are proposing that control and funding is transferred 
from central government to the new Mayor and combined authority include… 

Or sign up to receive email updates via our Stay Connected
service at www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/stayconnected

Transport
The Mayor of the new combined 
authority would have control of 
a single local transport budget 
and new powers devolved from 
Central Government, including 
influencing bus services to create 
a better coordinated transport 
system that provides access to 
employment opportunities, and 
implementing a smart ticketing 
system, recently launched in 
Nottingham, across the whole 
combined authority area. 

The combined authority 
would work closely with the 
Government to reduce the 
journey time by train to London 
to under 90 minutes and to 
maximise the benefits of the 
HS2 high speed rail line.

Housing and planning
The use of surplus and 
brownfield land would be 
maximised to build 77,000 
more houses and create new 
employment opportunities 
through control of a £200m 
housing investment fund 
and by tighter coordination, 
streamlining and joint planning 
between the new combined 
authority and the Government.

It is also proposed to set 
up publically owned and 
controlled local development 
corporations to ensure 
economic benefits are 
reinvested within the area.You can read the full draft document 

at www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/
devolution but here’s a summary of 
what devolution would mean and what 
the benefits could be…  

55 000 
NEW JOBS BY 2023 

77 000 
NEW AFFORDABLE HOMES

110 000 
NEW APPRENTICESHIPS

CONNECTING PEOPLE 
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Devolution would see the transfer 
of powers and funding from Central 
Government to local councils…

A recent BBC survey 
showed there was 
overwhelming support 
for devolution in the 
North of England.
Over 80% of people 
wanted local control 
over things like 
transport and health 
rather than decisions 
being made by
the Government and 
MPs in Westminster.

=

=

DEVO DEAL
QUICKER AND
BETTER DECISIONS

FASTER GROWTH
MORE JOBS

=

=

DEVO DEAL
QUICKER AND
BETTER DECISIONS

FASTER GROWTH
MORE JOBS

For more about the North Midlands Devolution, visit www.northmidlands.org.uk 
@NorthMidlandsUK #NorthMidsDevo       
/North-Midlands-UK
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Your Arrow now includes a dedicated What’s On section with information on the big events taking place
in the city over the next few months plus things to see and do in parks, heritage sites and libraries.
You can still pick up the full What’s On guide from venues around the city, including Nottingham Tourism Centre, 
Wollaton Hall, libraries and other venues, or download it from: 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/whatson

23 April St George’s Day
Celebrate England’s patron saint at the St George’s 
celebrations. Enjoy a parade, ending in the Old 
Market Square, plus a display of traditional dancing 
and live music.
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/stgeorgesday

29 – 30 April 
48 Hours of Fashion
Two days of makeovers, fashion shows and tips, 
plus offers at retailers and in cafes and restaurants 
too!
www.itsinnottingham.com/fashion48

17 – 18 May
Breakin’ Convention 
at the Royal Concert Hall
A festival of hip hop dance theatre featuring jaw-
dropping performances by local and international 
artists, including The Ruggeds, Antoinette Gomis 
and Iron Skulls, hosted and curated by Jonzi D. 
The venue will come alive from 5:30pm when it is 
taken over by DJs, dancers, live aerosol art, MCs 
and freestyle sessions in an ultimate celebration of 
hip hop culture. Tickets are £10 - £15, to book visit 
trch.co.uk/breakin

2 May
1940s Knees Up
Enjoy a family day out, 1940s 
style at Nottingham Castle and 
Brewhouse Yard. Have a dance 
to popular wartime songs, play 
games, enjoy live music and see 
how you would have coped with 
rationing. Tickets from £5. 

5 February 

sponsors Light Night
Discover Nottingham city centre after dark as the city 
comes alive with fun, light and over 50 arts and cultural 
events, including FREE entry to Nottingham Castle and 
Brewhouse Yard. Pick up a free Light Night programme 
at Nottingham Tourism Centre, or check 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/lightnight
for the latest.

Support Light Night by buying your £2 Light Night light 
up badge from Nottingham Tourism Centre too.

14 February 
Chinese New Year 
at Nottingham Lakeside Arts
Welcome the Year of the Monkey with a FREE 
celebration at Nottingham Lakeside Arts. 

www.lakesidearts.org.uk

17 March St Patrick’s Day
Don’t miss the annual St Patrick’s Day parade
and festival. 

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/stpatricksday

What’s On!

You can also sign up for FREE weekly What’s On emails from Nottingham City Council, featuring 
the best of what’s coming up in the city. Join 24,000 other people who’ve subscribed at:
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/stayconnected

Don’t miss these big events!

      @nottm_events         /WhatsOnNottingham 

Watch exciting live archery in a purpose-built arena 
which will take over the Old Market Square, as 300 elite 
archers from across Europe battle for their chance to 
qualify for Rio Olympics 2016. Tickets from £10.

www.euroarchery2016.com

28-29 May European Archery Championship

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/kneesup

In association with
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Half-Term 15-19 February
Salt Dough Modelling at Green’s Windmill
18 February 11am – 2pm
£3 per child – just turn up.

Orienteering at Forest Recreation Ground
18 February 10am
Easy to follow maps and a fixed course with three 
levels of difficulty. FREE, meet at the pavilion.

Gingerbread Baking at Green’s Windmill 
20 February 11am – 2pm
£3 per child – just turn up.

Easter Holidays

Mother’s Day Tour 
at Wollaton Hall

Sunday 6 March at 11am

Make the most of the long Easter weekend 25 – 28 
March (schools will be closed on Good Friday 25 
March and Easter Monday 28 March) and the main 
Easter school holidays from the 4 – 15 April.

Easter Bunny Hunt
24 March 10am at Forest Recreation Ground
Join the park rangers as we spot some cute bunnies 
hiding in the park. Meet at the pavilion. FREE.
26 March 1pm at Highfields Park.
Meet at the boathouse.

Easter Eggstravaganza at Green’s Windmill
25 March
Explore the mill to find the Easter eggs, and see what 
prizes you can win! £5 per child.

Newstead through the Looking Glass
25 – 28 March
Help Alice find the white rabbit tails hidden in the 
Abbey grounds to win a prize (trail costs £1). 

Easter Craft Fair at Wollaton Hall
26 – 28 March 11am-4pm
Hop down to the hall this Easter weekend to browse craft stalls 
and treat yourself to some Easter goodies. 

Dinosaurs! At Wollaton Hall
4 – 8 April and 11 – 15 April 10am-4pm
Find the hidden dinosaurs, plus take part in crafty fun from 
10am-12noon daily as kids create their own dino badge, mask, 
or mini dinosaur. Crafts cost £2 per child, trail £1 per child.

Robin Hood Easter Fun at Nottingham Castle
4 – 8 April and 11 – 15 April 10am-4pm
Follow the clues to find the missing Easter eggs hidden around 
the Castle grounds (trail costs £1). Plus, kids can join in with 
Easter crafts every morning (£1) and handle medieval artefacts 
every afternoon (free). Normal Castle admission costs apply.

Animals of Africa at Newstead Abbey
4 – 7 April
Become an explorer as you follow the trail around the Abbey 
grounds to find the African animals hiding there (trail costs £1). 

Easter Nest Baking at Green’s Windmill 
7 April 11am-2pm
£3 per child – just turn up.

Family Fun...What’s On!

Sweet Treats for Mother’s Day 
at Green’s Windmill
5 March 
£3 per child – just turn up.

Take your mum on a special guided tour to discover the 
magnificent Tudor kitchens. Hear about what life was like
below stairs for those working at the hall. 
Book on 0115 8761057. £5 per person.

Mother’s Day Afternoon Teas at Wollaton Hall, 
Nottingham Castle and Newstead Abbey
Treat you mum to a special afternoon tea at one of our
heritage sites. See www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/whatson 
for more information.

Don’t forget!
Mother’s Day 

is Sunday
March 6



British Museum Spotlight Tour
of the Lacock Cup 20 January – 10 April
Don’t miss you chance to see the Lacock Cup (pictured right), one
of the most significant pieces of English medieval silver in existence
when it is exhibited at Nottingham Castle.

Now for Tomorrow II 30 January – 17 April
See some of the most recent art and crafts acquired by the 
Castle in the last five years, alongside older works that place
the newer ones in context. 

Gordon Cheung 30 April – 17 July
Brand new paintings, digital prints and
animations  made especially for this exhibition
from acclaimed  contemporary artist Gordon Cheung.

www.nottinghamcastle.org.uk 
Normal Nottingham Castle admission fees apply

Exhibitions 
at Nottingham Castle
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6 February 
National Libraries Day
Celebrate our fantastic Nottingham 
Libraries  – see website for details.

What’s On! What’s On!
in Libraries in Parks

Did you know that your local library runs 
FREE workshops to help you learn new 
skills? You can learn how to:

19 – 22 April
Navigate using Google Maps 
25 – 29 April
Use Pinterest 
3 – 6 May 
Use Skype and Facetime

On Friday 11 
December, UNESCO 
(United Nations 
Educations, Scientific 
and Cultural 
Organisation) 
awarded Nottingham 
with the status of 
City of Literature!

Plus many more great events! 
Find out what’s on at your local library at: 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/libraries 
or sign up for Libraries emails at: 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/
stayconnected

Trash To Treasure
Look out for a series of exhibitions, talks and 
activities around the idea of upcycling trash into 
treasure!
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/trashtotreasure

This accolade was the result of a bid process that started two years ago, 
and now, Nottingham joins eleven other UNESCO Cities of Literature 
across the globe: Edinburgh, Melbourne, Iowa City, Dublin, Reykjavik, 
Norwich, Krakow, Heidelburg, Granada, Prague and Dunedin.
 
Nottingham, home of DH Lawrence, Lord Byron and Alan Sillitoe, won 
the honour based on the city’s diverse writing community, its rich vibrant 
heritage and its commitment to improving literacy across the city.  Look 
out for more information soon about activities and events planned in 
Nottingham to celebrate becoming a City of Literature.  We welcome your 
ideas and involvement!

Nottingham’s green flag award 
winning parks cover 20% of our city. 
As well as being a great place for a spring 
walk, there are lots of FREE events coming up 
in our parks. There’s a taster below, but the 
full list includes nest box making sessions, 
heritage walks, and wild food walks, plus the 
opportunity to learn about types of trees and 
spring flowers, see what’s lurking in your local 
pond, and find out about park wildlife.

Forest Recreation Ground
Roots of the Forest 
6 February and 5 March 10am 
Learn how to grow your own fruit and veg. 
Meet at the community garden. 

Scavenger Hunt 12 April 10am
Use your detective skills to find and learn 
about natural items from around the park. 
Meet at the pavilion. 

Highfields Park 
A Force for Nature 
7 and 26 February, 6 March, 
3 and 29 April, 1 and 27 May
Drop in to the park and help to take care
of your local green space at one of our 
90 minute sessions, starting at 10.30am

and at 1pm. Refreshments provided.
Meet by the Boathouse.

Restoration Rambles 
25 Feb at 11am, 17 March at 1pm, 

22 April at 1pm, 4 May at 11am
Find out more about the restoration of 
Highfields Park with a park ranger. Meet 
outside the DH Lawrence pavilion.

Find out what’s on in your local park: 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/whatson
Or sign up for Parks emails at: 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/
stayconnected 

City of 
Literature!

www.nottinghamcityofliterature.com

Nottingham is an official 



New sensory room
and soft play centre
Some great new facilities for kids have recently
opened at two of our leisure centres.
A brand new sensory room is now open at John Carroll Leisure 
Centre in Radford. The room is decorated with bubble tubes, moving 
lighting, mirrors, soft play equipment and beanbag seating, with 
music playing to stimulate the senses. The room can be enjoyed 
by people of all ages, but is particularly effective for children with 
learning disabilities and toddlers, helping them to relax and enjoy 
the gentle stimulation of lights and music.

Meanwhile, a new soft play area, ‘Little Treasures’, recently opened 
at Clifton Leisure Centre. The soft play area is suitable for children 
aged six months to 12 years old, and prices start from £2.50 per 
session (for Citycard holders). Customers can enjoy public play 
sessions throughout the day, as well as being able to hire the facility 
for great value children’s parties.

For more information about hiring and using the 
sensory room at John Carroll Leisure Centre and the 
soft play area at Clifton Leisure Centre, please visit 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/sportandleisure
or call 0115 876 1600.

FREE sport
Fancy trying a new sport? Or perhaps you’d 
like to return to a sport you used to play?  
We are offering local people aged 16 and over, eight weeks of 
free sports sessions across the city. With FREE sport, you can 
choose to play, your way. Choose from tennis, netball, running, 
archery, badminton, table tennis, squash, cycling, swimming, 
and basketball. There is also a multi-sport session designed 
for those with disabilities although all the other sports sessions 
are accessible.  All sessions are completely FREE!

There are sessions right across the city with something on 
offer seven days a week. The invitation is to try something new, 
and get active.

FREE sport sessions started on 18 January, but
it’s not too late to join. Simply register online at 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/freesport 
or call the customer contact centre on
0115 876 1600. And look out for
more sessions coming later this year.

Join Flexible Fitness 
in February and get 
first month FREE!
Enjoy unlimited access to...

0115 876 1600
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/flexiblefitness

/nottsport          @nottsport         sportandleisurenottm

SwimmingGym Health Suite Classes

14 1915 

In 2015, VisitEngland announced that Nottingham 
was voted England’s Home of Sport through a public 
vote, securing a whopping 38% of the vote, and 
beating off competition from Manchester, Yorkshire, 
Gloucestershire and London.
Building on this well-deserved accolade, Nottingham will be proving 
its sporting credentials again in 2016, year of the Rio Olympics and 
Paralympics.  Look out for amazing sports events in Nottingham this 
year, and lots of opportunities for you to get inspired and take part in 
activity yourself.

Major sports events coming to Nottingham in 2016:
 English Schools Cross Country Championships

Wollaton Park, 5 March 
 European Archery Championship

Old Market Square, 28 & 29 May
 Aegon Open Nottingham, WTA and ATP

Nottingham Tennis Centre, June
 Women’s Tour Cycle Race

Starting from Nottingham City Centre, Saturday 18 June
 England v Sri Lanka One Day International

Trent Bridge, 21 June 
 England v Pakistan One Day International

Trent Bridge, 30 August
 Robin Hood Marathon

Victoria Embankment, 25 September

Home of Sport

If you enjoyed watching Team GB win the Davis Cup and 
fancy having a go yourself, don’t miss a great opportunity to 
try tennis and the other facilities at Nottingham Tennis Centre 
at the FREE weekend, 13-14 February. All ages are welcome.

There will be adult and junior tennis sessions, gym and fitness 
classes, and Notts Tots sessions, plus other sporting games 
and activities. The fun starts at 10am each day, just drop in!

The full programme is at 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/ntc

This Girl Can Swim
City leisure centres are offering dedicated swim 
time for girls and women aged 14+.  
The sessions have female lifeguards and pool helpers, and 
also offer free access to the health suite (sauna and steam 
rooms) after your swim. Whatever your swimming ability, come 
along for fun, relation, health and enjoyment in this girls-only 
environment!
Standard prices apply.  Flexible Fitness and Nottingham Swim 
School members go free as part of their memberships.

Visit www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/swimming 
or call 0115 876 1600 for more information

Tennis – the new winter sport
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Nottingham City Council Budget Consultation 2016
Money for Council Services

...while generally
you pay more

The Government
is providing less...

Budget proposals – 
where could things
be changing?
The Council is continuing to do what it can to protect services including...

As part of the draft budget proposals and in order to try to
protect vital services, the Council is...

Increasing day care fees and charges from £12 
to £15 a day in line with national guidelines
Removing subsidy for new self-funders for residential day care
Making annual savings of £123,000 in street lighting, including 
extending dimming onto residential streets
Introducing a £3 fee for non-city resident concessionary pass holders 
using bus Park & Ride sites
Saving £178,000 through a review of fees and charges
in sport and culture
Increasing income from commercialising some services such as 
commercial waste and skip hire (£250,000 a year).

Children’s centres
Keeping crime and anti-social behaviour down
Keeping Nottingham as the cleanest city in the country
Weekly bin collections
Services to protect children and vulnerable adults

Bringing in £17m in additional income
Making more efficiencies and doing some things differently
Reducing demand and reviewing the way we commission 
some of our services

Proposals to balance the 2016/17 budget include...
This is because of continuing cuts in 
Government grant and changes to the 
way public services are funded. The 
Government plans to phase out the 
grant it provides to councils altogether 
by the end of the current Parliament 
- shifting funding arrangements from 
national taxation to local taxation 
through Council Tax and Business Rates.

Council Tax is proposed to increase 
by 1.95% but the ‘social care precept’ 
announced by the Chancellor George 
Osborne will see a rise of a further 2% 
on Council Tax to contribute to the Adult 
Social Care shortfall.

The 2% levy for social care will raise 
£1.8m - but this will not meet the 
cost of over £4.7m the city needs to 
care just for the additional elderly and 
disabled people requiring services in 
2016/17.

Difficult decisions about 
council services will need to 
be made in order to balance 
our budget.
We need to hear the views of local 
residents and businesses to help 
understand how these decisions will 
affect you.
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Government 
funding for 
council 
services
has shrunk
by half...

The Government has cut the 
money Nottingham gets for its 
day-to-day services by more than 
half since 2013 – a loss of £70m.
In 2016/17, the Council has to find a further 
£20.5m of savings. This is on top of the 
£152m the Council has saved over the past 
five years.  The Council is also proposing 
for a reduction of 55 posts on top of a 
reduction over the past four years of 610 
posts.

It continues to focus its efforts on changing 
the way services are provided and pursuing 
commercial opportunities while trying to 
minimise the impact of cuts on vulnerable 
citizens.

Using the Government’s preferred 
measure of spending power, 
which includes other council 
funding streams in addition to a 
council’s main grant, Nottingham 
has lost £325 per household 
since 2014/15 while Windsor and 
Maidenhead has gained £9 per 
household. 
The Council believes the cuts Nottingham faces 
remain unfair when compared to other areas. 
Independent think-tank the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies and the National Audit Office agree 
that funding cuts have fallen heaviest on those 
councils, including cities like Nottingham, with the 
highest levels of deprivation.

There’s still time to let us know your views:
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/
budget16
You can also comment via        @MyNottingham

In 2016/17, local people and businesses are set to generally pay 
more while the Government pays less to fund council services.

*Government Revenue Support Grant has reduced 
from £127m in 2013/14 to £58m in 2016/17.
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Shared plan to 
improve schools 
in Nottingham
A 10-year plan to help drive up standards 
in schools across Nottingham has been set 
out by the Education Improvement Board.
Led by Sir David Greenaway, the Vice Chancellor of 
the University of Nottingham, the Board will work 
with schools and academies on four priorities:

People were asked to have their say on the plans. 
Two thirds (66%) agreed with the Board’s vision 
– and many supported the priority areas: Maths 
(79% agreed), transition (78% agreed) and teacher 
retention and recruitment (87% agreed). 
Improving standards of English has been added 
as a priority as a result of feedback from teachers, 
parents and the wider public in the consultation in 
November and December. Action plans are now 
being drawn up with schools and academies.

Making our 
schools bigger 
and better 
The City Council is working to 
ensure Nottingham has the right 
number of primary school places 
for its growing population.
Over the last six years the Council has 
invested more than £33 million to expand 
and build new primary schools in the 
city, creating an extra 2,085 places. 
Recent school expansions have resulted 
in 400 jobs including teachers, teaching 
assistants, cooks and caretakers.

Current primary school expansions 
underway ready for the Autumn term are:

Nottingham Academy Primary – 
an extra 210 places (seven classes)
South Wilford Primary – 
an extra 120 places (four classes)
Whitegate Primary – 
an 30 places (one class)

Nottingham City Council has 
produced a charter on sex 
education – and is calling on 
all schools to sign up. 
The authority’s Sex and Relationships 
Education (SRE) Charter outlines 
the need for lifelong-learning about 
the emotional, social and physical 
aspects of growing up and sexual 
health. It calls for age-appropriate 
SRE for children at primary age right 
through to teenagers.

The aim of SRE is to give children 
and young people the skills they 
need to build positive and healthy 
relationships and stay safe, as well 
as offer factual information about the 
body, reproduction, sex and sexual 
health, and online safety.  

Evidence suggests that young people 
who have had good SRE are more 
likely to wait before having sex for the 
first time and use contraception when 
they do. They are less likely to be 
diagnosed with a sexually-transmitted 
infection.

AFN believes all older people should have fulfilled 
lives. By living in age friendly neighbourhoods, they 
can live healthier and more active lives for longer. 

In 2014, Nottingham City Council launched the 
Older Citizens’ Charter, which sets out to improve 
the quality of life and promote the independence of 
older residents. The ‘Take a Seat’ campaign is just 
one part of this. Age Friendly Nottingham is working 
with local shops and businesses to provide more 
seating for people who need to catch their breath.

Older people know that if they see a ‘We are Age 
Friendly’ sticker in a shop window they will be given 
a warm welcome and a chair if needed. 

People can be kept up to date with news, 
information and events in the city for over-
50s by registering for the AFN stay-connected 
email bulletin at www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/
stayconnected 

Have you or your family shared happy 
moments in a teenager’s life?
You’ll have watched them enjoy landmark 
birthdays, choose clothes to match their 
identity, share family holidays and hobbies, 
supported them and been their friend or been 
an alarm clock or taxi driver. 

You’ll know that whilst being challenging, 
teenagers are a creative, rewarding and 
inspirational bunch to spend time with. So 
if your home is starting to miss the fun, the 
energy and surprises a teenager can add, why 
not use the experience you’ve gained bringing 
up a family to become a foster carer?

Teaching 
children 
about sex and 
relationships

Making 
Nottingham 
better for
older people

Above: Heathfield Primary School 
in Basford officially opened a new 
£5.3 million campus in Kersall Drive 
in December, creating an additional 
420 school places, plus 52 nursery 
places. The new building was 
opened by the Lord Mayor, 
Councillor Jackie Morris.

Smoother transition for pupils moving 
from primary to secondary school
Raising standards in Maths
Improving English
Attracting new teachers to the city and 
retaining those already working here

You can find out more about the 
Education Improvement Board’s work at: 
www.nottinghamschools.org For more information about AFN, the 

Charter and different initiatives go to: 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/afn 

Age Friendly Nottingham (AFN) is branching 
out into local communities to help make this 
city a great place to grow older.

The process of becoming an approved carer 
takes a minimum of six months so now’s the 
time to get started. You don’t need to live in 
Nottingham to foster for us and you won’t be 
pressured into joining our team at the event so 
even if you’re just thinking about fostering why 
not come along? 

You can find 
out more at 
our informal 
information 
evenings which 
are held every 
month by 
Nottingham 
City Council at 
Loxley House. 
They run from
7 to 9pm.
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journey?

Are you ready 
to start your 
fostering

Foster a teenager 
with Nottingham 
City Council

Call 0115 876 3335  
Search online ‘Foster Nottingham’ 

Places can be booked by calling 
0115 876 3335 or by visiting 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/foster.

Nottingham on Call is 
a 24/7 monitoring and 
response service – 
offering immediate help
for you if you’re in
difficulty in your home,
at any time.
For less than £4 a week, the 
service includes:

Talk to us about the 
service, and how it could 
benefit you or your 
loved ones by calling 
0115 915 1640, emailing 
ask@nottinghamoncall.
org.uk or visit www.
nottinghamoncall.org.uk 

An instant response from 
someone who’s just 
down the road 
Operators who will stay 
on the line with you until 
help arrives 
Complete reassurance, 
with a link to someone 
who can help, 24 hours a 
day, every day.

Peace of 
mind at the 
touch of a 
button with 
Nottingham 
on Call
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Nottingham City Council is working on a new 
campaign to help encourage more people 
to take an active role in their community. 
Although the Council spends a great deal of time on street cleaning, 
social cohesion and anti-social behaviour, we recognise we can’t be 
everywhere all of the time. 

We want to create an army of people, called Clean Champions, who 
proactively support our work and are keen to improve their local 
environment in small ways that make a big difference. This could be by:

Sparing an hour or more to conduct litter picks
in your neighbourhoods
Reporting issues in your neighbourhoods such as dog 
fouling, fly tipping, bins on streets or bin contamination
Suggesting local improvements
Providing their ideas about how services are delivered 
Giving your ideas and thoughts on campaigns to 
encourage behavioral change
Support new residents coming into your neighbourhoods 
by providing advice and guidance on recycling and bin 
collection dates

Clean for the Queen 
litter blitzes – we want 
to hear from you!
Let’s get together to not only ‘Clean 
for the Queen’, but to spruce up 
Nottingham’s neighbourhoods!
In the run up to the Queen’s 90th birthday on 21 April 2016, 
Keep Britain Tidy are aiming to inspire a million people to 
take action and enjoy a few hours together litter-picking to 
make the places where we live more beautiful. 

We want to hear your suggestions about where in 
Nottingham you think could do with a tidy up and a little 
attention. We will then invite everyone to vote on the 
suggestions and announce where the litter clear-ups will 
take place from Friday 4 to Sunday 6 March!

Have an hour or more to help?  We will provide tools, 
gloves and bags to any volunteer! We are also encouraging 
schools, businesses, groups and individuals to come and 
support the litter picks or let us know if they need the tools 
to do their own. 

Send your suggestions or details to 
michelle.lawson@nottinghamcity.gov.uk, 
0115 876 3311 or via social media.

Are you paying too much for your 
energy? Robin Hood Energy has 
one of the cheapest prepayment 
tariffs on the market.
Many residents often feel trapped into paying over 
the odds for their gas and electricity, simply because 
they are on a prepayment meter for their gas and 
electricity. 

Robin Hood Energy in its mission to offer affordable 
energy to all households in Nottingham and the 
UK has recently launched the Pay-As-You-Go tariff 
which supports prepayment meters. It is one of 
the cheapest tariffs on the market. Some customers 
find that the Pay-As-You-Go payment method fits in 
better with their energy budget management. 

By topping up your meter regularly during the year, 
you can build up enough credit to cover the winter 
months when more energy is usually used.  We will 
soon be introducing smart meters which give you 
even more control over the energy you use and at the 
touch of a button allows you to see exactly how much 
energy you are using and the cost.

Your smart meter will be connected wirelessly to 
Robin Hood Energy giving us up to date, accurate 
meter readings without you having to do a thing. 

Why pay more than you have to?
Get in touch with Robin Hood Energy today

Get a quote online at 
www.robinhoodenergy.co.uk 
Call free on 0800 030 4567
Email join@robinhoodenergy.co.uk

Power
to the
People

‘Trash to Treasure’ 
Save. Create. 
Don’t Waste.  
Want tips on how to recycle 
more household waste? 
Looking for creative advice on 
how to reuse materials?
Be inspired with ‘Trash to Treasure’, a new 
series of innovative exhibitions, workshops 
and talks to celebrate creative upcycling.  The 
initiative is being launched in February by 
Nottingham City Council and partners and will 
run at a series of venues in Nottingham city 
centre until the end of March.

‘Trash to Treasure’ is the brainchild of 
Knowtrash – who have a unique collection 
of more than 4,000 contemporary recycled 
artefacts from more than 25 countries. All 
the artwork and everyday objects have been 
created from waste.  These collections will 
form five innovative exhibitions which will also 
feature pieces made right here in Nottingham 
by artists, students and school children.

Talks and workshops will run alongside the 
exhibitions to provide people with advice 
on how to be more creative with household 
waste and keep it out of the waste stream.  

Go to www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/
trashtotreasure for more 
information and exhibition listings.

The City Council’s bid 
for Government money 
to help achieve a low 
carbon, sustainable 
transport future has 
been successful.
The Office for Low Emission 
Vehicles (OLEV) has given the 
Council £6.1m to develop a 
‘Go Ultra Low City Scheme’ 
to set up electric car charging 
points and a city centre low 
carbon transport area to 
improve air quality. 

The OLEV money will also 
be used to showcase 
technological innovation and 
to encourage both businesses 
and residents to switch to 
electric vehicles.

This is the first of a number 
of bids Nottingham is putting 
forward for future OLEV 
funding – including a £0.9m 
Electric Bus Project bus 
charging network, a £25.5m 
joint bid with Nottingham City 
Transport to introduce 82 
gas double deck buses and 
a £20m bid to develop an 
electric taxi fleet. These bids 
together would really put the 
city in the driving seat when it 
comes to green transport.    

Electric 
dreams 
becoming
reality

/cleangreenottingham@cleangreennottm

Get in touch with your ideas! Send your suggestions
or details to michelle.lawson@nottinghamcity.gov.uk,
call 0115 876 3311 or use our social media channels.

We are seeking ideas and suggestions on how to develop 
this campaign so it is relevant and effective in Nottingham’s 
neighbourhoods and has a positive effect of people’s quality of life.

Could 
you be 
a Clean 
Champion?
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Our friendly sales staff can offer 
expert horticultural advice on the 
wide range of seasonal shrubs and 
plants and on a selection of unique 
gifts to mark special occasions.   
The shop will celebrate Valentine’s 
Day on 14 February with a complete 
range of flowers and gifts, including 
bouquets, planters and – of course – 
beautiful red roses.  Show someone 
you love them!

Sunday 6 March is Mother’s Day 
– traditionally the time to say a big 
floral thank you to your Mum.  There 
will be a wide selection of bouquets, 

hand-tied spring posies, floral 
arrangements, flowering bulbs and 
gifts to order or buy, so plan ahead 
and avoid a last-minute panic.

Easter falls early this year – the 
last weekend in March – and 
the shop will offer a selection of 
spring flowers and plants suitable 
for indoors and outdoors. Free 
delivery of bouquets and floral 
arrangements is offered within 
a three-mile radius of the shop, 
which is at Woodthorpe Park in 
Sherwood, NG5 4HA.  Why not call 
in for a browse?  

The non-competitive award 
scheme is run by the Royal 
Horticultural Society as part of 
the Britain in Bloom campaign 
to celebrate the work of 
communities who work together 
to brighten up their area 
through gardening and other 
environmental initiatives.  

A wide range of groups can 
enter, and last year 49 groups 
across the city received 
awards, including Stockhill 
and Ladbrooke Tenants and 
Residents (SALTAR) whose 
community garden on Stockhill 
Lane featured an eyecatching 
scarecrow and a bird table 
created from a tree trunk. 

Restoration work at Highfields Park has started 
thanks to funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and the Big Lottery Fund of £3.2 million plus an 
additional £1.2 million from other partners. 
The money will be used to return the park to its former 
glory and marks the culmination of a five year development 
journey which has included two rounds of public 
consultation.  The restoration work, which will be completed 
by the end of summer 2016, will include:

It’s free to enter, and this year 
it’s hoped that even more people 
will join in. Local communities 
set their own goals – such as 
improving and maintaining 
green spaces, transforming 
alleyways into communal 
gardens, renovating a neglected 
space, and brightening up a 
street with hanging baskets or 
window boxes for growing herbs. 
Participants report cleaner, 
greener and safer surroundings; 
a growing sense of community 
pride; increased rates of local 
recycling and environmental 
awareness, and a reduction in 
anti-social behaviour with the 
regeneration of run-down areas.  

If you have an idea for brightening up your own area 
and want to find out more, contact Nottingham in Bloom 
on 0115 915 2733 or bloom@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

/nottinghaminbloom or        @Nottm_in_Bloom

Keen on art or photography? New 
competitions have been launched 
to celebrate the beautiful green 
landscapes and corners of Nottingham.   
The ‘My Beautiful Nottingham’ art and photography 
competitions are run by Nottingham in Bloom and 
sponsored by Capital One.  They encourage people 
to get inspired by the city’s parks, gardens, local 
landmarks, flowers, trees and nature through the 
seasons. Entries for both competitions are welcome 
from young people who live, go to school or are 
members of community groups in Nottingham.  The 
photo competition also includes a category for adults 
who live or work in the city. 

Stuart Mather, Community Relations Manager for 
Capital One, said: “Nottingham is a beautiful green 
city with some iconic parks and open spaces.  
There’s also plenty of greenery to admire in the 
city centre – from street trees to traffic islands and 
seasonal floral displays.   We also hope that people 
will be inspired to look afresh at an aspect of nature 
in their own neighbourhood – perhaps in their 
garden, or a local landmark they pass every day.”

Councillor Malcolm 
Wood, Chair of the 
Nottingham in Bloom 
Working Group, said: 
“Wherever you live in 
Nottingham you’re never 
far from nature.  About 
20% of Nottingham is 
green and open space 
so there’s fantastic 
potential to capture 
excellent images and 
create outstanding art.”

Woodthorpe Park Plant Shop is now open all year round 
at the Nottingham City Council Nursery, home of award-
winning Nottingham in Bloom. 

Winter opening hours are 9am to 4pm Monday to Saturday, 
10am to 4pm Sunday.  From the beginning of March the shop 
will remain open until 5pm every day. 
For more information call 0115 953 2261 
or visit www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/plantshop

For details of special events       /WoodthorpeParkPlantShop

Flower power

Visit www.nottinghaminbloom.co.uk 
or call 0115 915 2733 for details and an 
entry form. The closing date is Friday 13 
May. Winners will receive gift vouchers.
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Open to all ages –  children & adults

For an entry form please visit:  

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/bloom

or call: 0115 915 2733
Closing date for entries 13th May 2016

Celebrate My Beautiful Nottingham. Take a photo of  your favourite green 

spaces in the city - maybe a local landmark, a park, Nottingham in different 

seasons, flowers, trees or nature.

My Beautiful    
    Nottingham
Photography 
competition

My Beautiful 
Nottingham

Do you want to make your area a greener, 
cleaner and friendlier place to live? How about 
getting together with your neighbours to enter 
the ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ awards?

It’s Your 
Neighbourhood

An ongoing Activity Plan for Highfields Park will also set out 
how the restoration work and activities will develop the park’s 
audience and celebrate the restoration. Engagement with the 
current and future park users will ensure that a legacy from 
the works can be passed down from generation to generation. 

The Grade II* listed park contains pre-historic rock shelters 
built into the Nottingham Castle Rock outcrop and is 
registered as a site of Special Geological Interest. It is also 
included in English Heritage’s Register of Parks and 
Gardens of Special Historic Interest. 

Restoring buildings, park infrastructure, 
horticultural landscape and features
Improving putting greens
De-silting the lake and carrying out 
improvements to the waterside boating area
Creating new croquet lawns from the existing 
bowling greens

Restoration of 
Highfields Park




